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ONLINE SERVICES: 

Although our church doors have been closed since March, the ‘lockdown’ is 
providing us with new and innovative ways to reach out to people , and ‘work 
towards our mission “to share the ‘Good News’ of Jesus Christ and to serve 
others by embedding the church at the centre of the community’. 

Social media pages, such as the “Plwyf Llandybie Parish” Facebook page 
are helping us to engage with people who do not normally attend church in     
person, including people originally from Llandybie who are now living else-
where in the country and also those ‘younger’ in age than ourselves! In the 
past 28 days alone, the Facebook page has reached 1,105 people, with 
2,594 engagements (likes or comments) and 3,593 “views” of the online   
services. 

This gives us a firm foundation on which to build and I plan to continue ’live 
streaming’ our church services onto the Facebook page when services in 
church resume. I have bought a new 5G mobile phone (with an  unlimited 
data allowance) which I hope will enable me to livestream directly from 
church. To increase communication I am setting up Instagram, YouTube and 
Twitter accounts in my name (Rev. Lynn Rees) so please like and follow 
these pages. Thanks to Mr Andy Smart in Llandyfan, new church websites 
have been published for each of our respective churches so please have a 
look and let me know what else you would like to see included on the       
website or have any ideas how to further promote the church! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to write an article or have any information to publish in future 
newsletters please let me know! 

Revlynnrees@btinternet.com 

Mobile 07904736364 
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Our Mission:  

“To share the ‘Good News’ of Jesus Christ and to serve others by         
embedding the church at the centre of the community.” 

A Reflection on Lockdown 

This week saw the milestone of ‘100 days of lockdown’ being reached! 
When the lockdown started back in March I did not anticipate still being 
under lockdown going into July.  Neither did I appreciate then  the     
impact lockdown would have in so many different ways. A lot has 
changed and many ‘day-to-day activities’ that we previously took for 
granted will be very different in the future - going to the shops, going to 
school and going to church!  

I have missed being able to come to church, and I have missed the 
company and fellowship of our congregation coming together in person.  

The routine of daily online  services has helped me cope with shielding, 
but I cant wait to join you all in person - although the corona virus is    
going to be with us for the foreseeable future and so we must get used 
to a ‘new normality’ - a new normality where social distancing and other 
measures will be necessary to help keep us safe.  

In considering whether or not the church should reopen, I have thought 
about many things - how will we keep everyone safe? Will anyone want 
to come to church? What difference will it make?  

Whilst we, the congregation, have missed being ‘in church’ how much 
of a difference has the church being closed made to the ’day to day’ 
lives of the people living in Llandybie; to the people living in Blaenau; to 
the people living in Llandyfan?  

Has anyone even noticed that the church has been ‘closed?’  

Our mission statement is printed at the top of this page - “To share the 
‘Good News’ of Jesus Christ and to serve others by embedding the 
church at the centre of the community.” Are we achieving this ’mission’  
if no one has even noticed that the church has been closed? I do not 
have the answer, but am reflecting and praying on this issue daily! If we 
are to survive and grow, to “open the church” then we as ‘Church’ must 
make a difference to people; to change peoples lives for the  better; to 
embed the church in the centre of our community!  

Eglwys St Tybie’s Church with St Marks 
Cwmcoch and Llandyfan       

 Newsletter: July 2020 



 

2 

Church Reopening: 

As part of the Welsh Governments relaxation of lockdown restrictions, 
churches can now reopen for ‘private prayer.’ Whilst no formal ‘led’  
services can be held, the church can open for individuals to pray in 
church, subject to social distancing and safety requirements. A     
comprehensive risk assessment must be undertaken and applications 
to reopen the church agreed by the Local Ministry Area Committee 
(LMAC) and authorised by the Archdeacon. I have asked that St 
Tybie’s Church be initially allowed to open for 2 hours each week,  
between 10am and 12 midday on a Thursday morning. This request 
has been agreed by the LMAC and will be considered by Archdeacon 
Dorian.  

Several measures will be put into place to help keep everyone safe 
including a one way system inside the church, with entry only via the 
main east door and exit via the rear south door; hand sanitisers will be 
placed at the entry and exit points and some pews will be closed to 
ensure that the 2 meter social distancing is maintained. A booklet 
providing more information will be circulated to out members electron-
ically. No one required to isolate or experiencing any symptoms of the 
corona virus will be allowed into the church. Private prayer is the first 
of three stages proposed by the Welsh Government and I hope the 
successful opening for the “red” phase and safety measures put into 
place will help us prepare for future phases and in time, a return to 
public worship. Please do not hesitate to contact me or the wardens if 
you have any questions or concerns! 
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Church Finances: 

One unforeseen impact of lockdown on many organisations, including 
the Church, has been the financial impact. A significant proportion of  
church income comes from the ‘collection’ taken during services, 
however this has not been possible when regular services have been 
suspended. It is likely to be many weeks or  even months before    
normal services resume and collection can be taken during the      
service - and even then we may not be able to receive cash. 

This issue was highlighted by Mr Nick Griffin, Chair of the Diocesan 
Board of Finance who wrote to churches earlier this year saying 
“some people might see ministry share as a payment in return for a 
service. Such a commercial view of funding mission leads to the false 
conclusion that if  churches are closed congregations needn’t pay for 
something they are not getting. Such payments do not buy ministry 
but contribute towards mission. That mission continues during the cri-
sis. There is an urgent need to minimise the inevitable negative effect 
on contributions this period of lockdown is going to have on the dio-
cese. I encourage you to continue giving as best you can in these un-
precedented circumstances in order to sustain Gods beneficial work 
among and by us.”  

One possible solution and an alternative to ‘weekly collections’ is for 
those members who would like to do so, to set up a regular debit or 
standing order with your bank. This would enable you to pay a set a 
donation directly into your churches bank account each month. If this 
is something that you would like to do, please contact either myself or 
your church treasurer to obtain details of the bank account number 
and sort code. Alternatively if you would like to make a donation 
cheques can be made out to ‘Llandybie Parish Church Parochial 
Fund’ and placed in an envelope which can be posted to Mrs Mary 
Griffiths or handed in at the church during the opening hours for     
private prayer. I have also applied for a ‘donations’ button to be add-
ed to our Church Facebook page. Any help you can provide is very 
much appreciated.  

 


